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Long-term Drought Status Update  

In the long-term, based on the two, three, 
and four-year precipitation patterns, some 
improvement has been recorded in the 
Santa Cruz and upper Gila watersheds, 
with Santa Cruz moving from severe 
drought to moderate drought, and the    
upper Gila moving from moderate drought   
to abnormally dry. The relatively wet con-
ditions during  November and December   
of 2011 in these watersheds have replaced 
the relatively dry conditions of November 
and December 2007 in the four-year       
period. Due to the continued La Niña pat-
tern, further long-term improvement is not 
anticipated over the next three months.  

The early snow pack that the state enjoyed 
is rapidly melting, resulting in early run-off.   
If the snow pack does not increase over  
the next two months, water resources in 
many areas of the state will be significantly      
reduced. 
 

Short-term Drought Status Update 

Despite the relatively wet conditions of 
November and December in many parts 
of the state, the upper Colorado River  
basin and the southern watersheds are 
well below their average precipitation 
over the past 12 months.  

The rainfall deficit has resulted in the    
expansion of moderate drought (D1) 
into northern Mohave County and along 
the western side of the lower Colorado 
River valley. Although some areas of 
Mohave County had rainfall over the last 
month, the distribution was quite local-
ized, and the drought in Mohave County 
has caused a significant loss of cattle.  

The outlook for the rest of the winter is for below average precipitation. If the weather 
matches the forecast, there may be further expansion of moderate drought (D1) and 
severe drought (D2) in the next several months. 
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